
 

 
 

2026 Habitat Monitoring Report 
 

Hatton Fields is a valued asset to the communities of Bedfont, Hatton and beyond.  Once part of our heritage 

heathland, these fields are recorded by GIGL as acid grassland habitat.  In 2024 Friends of Hatton Fields 

commissioned Salix Ecology to carry out a Habitat survey as well as provide some local community members with 

training so that we can continue to monitor the fields.  This report provides the results of our findings from that 

habitat monitoring which took place on the 13th June. 

Method 

Using Field Studies council Guide to grasslands and Plant identification for Phase 1 habitat survey (grassland and 

marsh), volunteers from Friends of Hatton Fields chose one field on the Hatton Fields site to sample.  We combined 

the traditional key identification technique with modern plant identification technologies to record the presence of 

different plant species and an approximation of their frequency.  In the original report from Salix Ecology, it was 

noted that while there are some differences between the fields, there was also a lot of similarities.  We have 

therefore taken the decision to sample one field as representative of the site.  In addition to this, following a recent 

low-impact partial cut of the large meadow closest to the Duke of Northumberland River on the south of the site, it 

was felt that this neighbouring field to that cut meadow would give us the best comparative data for monitoring the 

impact of the cut on the meadow for the coming years.  Each volunteer would take 10 steps between each 

observation sample of the field and record the species within a 1-metre radius of their position. 

Findings 

While we know from Salix Ecology that the domination of coarse grass has caused the site to deteriorate and 

neutralise over time, there are still some positive signs of quality. The presence of vetches and sorrels is an indicator 

that there is still acidity in the soil to some degree.  This supports our vision to do all we can to restore this acid 

grassland with no further delays.  We recorded our findings in our Hatton Fields iNaturalist project so that our 

findings can be validated and if research-grade has been afforded to our observation then this will be fed into GIGL 

data via iRecord. 

Figure 1: Species records 

Observed genus or species Approximation of frequency 
Greater Birds-foot Trefoil 10-100 plants 

Cut leaved Cranes bill >100 plants 

Tufted Vetch >100 plants 

Tribe Poeae >100 plants 

Goats beard >100 plants 

Yarrow >100 plants 

Common Knapweed >100 plants 

Ragwort  10-100 plants 

Common Hawthorn 10-100 plants 

Blackthorn 10-100 plants 

Turkey oak 10-100 plants 

Dog rose 10-100 plants 

Meadow grasses including Yorkshire fog, Meadow foxtail >100 plants 

Hog weed 10-100 plants 

Red campion 10-100 plants 

White campion 10-100 plants 

Weld >100 plants 



Sheep’s sorrel  >100 plants 

Dicots >100 plants 

Creeping thistle 10-100 plants 

Common nettle >100 plants 

Curled dock 10-100 plants 

Dock (Rumex sp) 10-100 plants 

Common Cat’s ear 10-100 plants 

Green Alkanet >100 plants 

Black horehound >100 plants 

Herb Robert >100 plants 

Burdock <10 plants 

Bramble >100 plants 

Ribwort plantain >100 plants 

Pink Sorrell (oxalis articulata) 10-100 plants 

Field bindweed <10 plants 

White clover 10-100 plants 

Mugwort 10-100 plants 

Hedge mustard 10-100 plants 

Horseradish 10-100 plants 

Nipplewort 10-100 plants 

Agrimony 10-100 plants 

 

Other observations 

Volunteers noticed that there is already growth following the shire horse meadow cut on the large meadow. 

Volunteers noticed a wide variety of insect life including but not limited to: 

• Grasshoppers 

• Butterflies (Friends of Hatton Fields has a Big Butterfly count planned for 18th July 2026 where we will make 

more detailed observations) 

• Moths 

• Caterpillars (including cinnabar moth on ragwort) 

• Various bee species 

• Ladybirds 

• Leaf mining larvae  

 

Conclusions 

There has not been a huge change in species variety compared to the 2024 report.  This is not a surprise since there 

has been no management of the field for the biodiversity to have been enhanced beyond what nature intended.  In 

addition, it is noted that time limitations mean that it would be very difficult to truly assess the entire site in full.  

However, volunteers commented on the exercise being a highly valuable learning experience that has increased 

appreciation of the variety that can be found on the fields if there is time to truly stop and look.  Friends of Hatton 

Fields will continue to record observations in between formal monitoring days using our existing iNaturalist project 

which of course goes beyond the scope of looking at this habitat from a plant species perspective.  All of our findings 

are available on our website www.friendsofhattonfields.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.friendsofhattonfields.co.uk/
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